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News from the Rotary Meeting of March 30, 2009

Make Dreams Real

2008-09 Rl Theme

Leading the Way
at San—_Lee

President Terry Mullen opened
the meeting with the ‘Quote of
the Week’: “A man who has
never gone to school may steal
from a freight car; but if he has a
university education he can steal
the whole railroad.” -Teddy Roo-
sevelt.

Mike Thomas led the Rotary in-
vocation

Fred Stuart led the Pledge of Al-
legiance .

Rotary guests Vernon VanBrug-
gen from Jonesboro Rotary and
his wife Mary Lou were recog-
nized

President Terry Mullen led the
four way test to close the meet-

ing.
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San-Lee Sunrise Rotarian Kevin Kirkman (right) standing in for Rotarian Jim Cole,
introduced Andrea Currin, Pretrial Release Coordinator for Lee County, for a pro-
gram describing the two-part pretrial release effort to first relieve jail overcrowding
and free up space for high risk defendants and second, to assist the District Attor-
ney’s office in expediting cases more efficiently through the court system. Also pic-
tured is San-Lee Sunrise Rotary President Terry Mullen (left).
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Kevin Kirkman, standing in for Jim Cole, introduced Andrea Currin, Pretrial Release
Coordinator for Lee County, for a program describing the two-part pretrial release
effort to first relieve jail overcrowding and free up space for high risk defendants and
second, to assist the District Attorney’s office in expediting cases more efficiently
through the court system. The pretrial release program is a link between the Sher-
iff’s Department, District Court Judges and the District Attorney’s office in coordinat-
ing the supervision of adults charged with certain offenses being detained in the Lee
County jail. After researching extensively the background of detainees through court
records and computer access to State criminal background files, this program works
to secure the pretrial release of detainees, focusing primarily in the area of non-
violent offenses. The Pretrail Release Program provides an avenue for low-risk de-
fendants awaiting trial the opportunity to be released from custody and supervised in
the community, while maintaining jobs and other family responsibilities. In the expe-
diting component of the pretrial program, the pretrial worker visits the jail daily to
determine any defendants who wish to plead guilty to their charges. After notifying
the victims, if any, of the possibility of an earlier court date, the worker adds these
cases to the first available court docket thus saving the time the defendant would
have originally sent in jail. The pretrial release program has brought about
$894,441.05 in cost avoidance during the fiscal year.
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Club News

» Pete Straka has asked for a hopefully short leave of absence.

« Neal Jensen announced there will be no morning meeting on April 13", Easter Monday, and
Monday, May 4", San-Lee Rotary Charter Night. The Charter Night celebration will be held at
Buffalo Lake Club House.

» Neal also announced that San-Lee Rotarians have agreed to serve as team leaders for various
events and missions during the Rotary year, Hayden Lutterloh for Breadbasket, Kevin Kirkman

for Back Pack Pals, Larry Mintz for Hunger Walk.




